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359th Mghter Squadron
Office of the Oporations OfJicer
AAF Station F-309 AFO 037

15 August 294,

SUBJECT: lissing Air Ci.w Report, 1lst Li Louls G. Alphenge.

™ ¢ Comuuaviing Ceneral, VIII Air Force, AIO o33, U. 5. Ay,
ATl St:lti.:tlcal C"J}]trﬂlo

1. Missing ai» crav report on lst Lt Louis Ge Alphonse, 1l August 194,
is herewlth subrdttad,

2. I was legding & eight plane squadrer wit - Lt Bouner leading White
fiigit in which Lt Alphouse was fiying number l'owr position.

3. The squadron was in exeellen® fermation when we crossed out the
inglish coast, White fiight was Ilying: bbegb 100 ft below and at & o'cleck
e me, Just belore ve crossed in the French capst .t le Treport the growp
leader ha’ us switeh off cur wing lights but we left owr tail lighits cn. At
about the scme time he also gave us battle formatien,

e As socn as we crossed the coast we turned to ewr nev: leadirg of
120 degrees and since it was stlll quite dark at O55C it is at this point
wvhare we bhina vwe lost Lt Adphorse.

5« He gave no calls that we heard on "A" chanrsl but he was hea-d calle-
inz for hexings on "DM channel +.ad the last f£i¢, being only a one line ‘ix,
was received at 06Lid. )
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fide 1o Sie suasenand ol 1st Lbe (10 ULLGK W. NIIL, 044980, 359th
cigitter Squadren, on the mission Ly pamuel Tk iy Mele 213, from vhdich Lte
Alphonse Jid nol retwme - Lits Alphonze o ns roverted missing in action,

1 wus leading Fambopse white [lich Yie Mrst cdssion oF Awrust ith,
Lte ilphonse was 1y nwalics ) man, and he si in hic ".5"‘1"’1"‘" jaleLi ‘1on on close
N 3

Jommation freoo shortly afler inkeesl witil i order take batile Jermation
Wil ..i*-'-'n over the /7. ‘The clim out 4y bLie '.‘!‘r"l\..h c-::a.s:. was or o course of

195 Ve mees, anc I kept hdte Mldght .11,.1,"' pelow and to the rght of red
J*'_‘T., led by Capte lamn.

About five minutes oefora clunge of course bo make landfall "1 a2t le-Treport,
the Cieowp leaver geve the orier o take ba'itle fo:mations As ny (lizht spread
out, I l'ccic"". Lt I.':. Aphonse began to irep far U\.l.‘l.;'l\l, and be:zause it was very
iark to owr rizhy, I lost uiL..‘: of him, e ‘_o.l.-'r::“ ol my secon’ lament(Ih,
fucker) alse droppad sii-itly Lohind, ang since I could hwdly see him either,

I did net tiink iz nec:::..':.r;.- fo cill the joe 4 man 4o gobt we in formation,
Alnoet imodigtely after sproasin: out, oha Grous 2uier called Ze»r a change of
cowse bo 120 degreese AL planes had the win  lights oil as we crossod in,
but tail lijils woerz one On the turn, ny secon: element loader and wingman
&t not ercs., but Lus Tuelzer close. up in trail and was in si~int on my richt
1s we seb oul on e Nov Ccourst.

¥ Jd nos sea 't.\e 10e i} man ajain. Sinece he was sirasgling Lofore tie wurn,
and rince tia lww was asay from him, 10 is easy to believe thab in the darlmess
he lost cijht oo the Squadron, I henrd no 2a)' ‘rom Rim on 74" clinnale

Aboub o quarier ol an Lewr atier crossing m, n »lane came in {rom behind
and stortad Llying in thy Jos b oposilions I aoswien at the time itiat it vis Lt
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it as a plope free himvap Squadrons Because or tide Lntrur-ﬂn._, .u.a..'r e, T vas not
arae 0. thie loss of Lie Alphonse wntil T had landzd at base with my remaining
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REFERENCE NO, AND DATE:__YAF j=327eD i Aug 44 caied
: . ' LTERNAL_ADDEESS
FRG: 9th AF Lo e Sgd: Vandenberg

P=47 serial no 931098, Sq markings (C~C, strafed 3rd Army Hqs, 9th Tactical Adr
Coniand and U 5 motor convoy at 14074408, Aircraft shot down after 2 attacks, creshed
at Y61357€. Pilot killed, Dog Tage and markings are of 1st Lt Lcuis G Alphonse, :
0737694, 338 Pighter Group, Possibility of 2 aircrsft involved. Unusual cireumstances
appear susploicus. Request immediate reply as to the time aireraft and pilot left
base in UK and as to nature cf mission, Also requesi chsek on Bowb-Line instructions
tc Eighth Fighter Command and of this incident




